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The Move From  

the Funding Dispute  

to the Reduction  

of Benefits Battle  
Presentation By:  

Daniel G. Tobben, Esq.  
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Who Am I and How Did I Get Into 

This World of Firefighter Pensions?  

What I am and  

what I am not....  
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Who Am I and How Did I Get Into 

This World of Firefighter Pensions?  

Danna McKitrick ð The other parts of 

the puzzle  
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What is Going on in the World of 

Public Pensions?   

Nationally, in District 2,  

and in my practice.  
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The World has Changed ð  

The òGratuity Theoryó of Pensions   

No pensions  

Pensions as gratuities  

Pensions as exceptions to general rule 

that no public money can be spent for 

private purposes  

Pensions as a matter of right  

Pensions under attack due to 

governmental budget concerns  
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Know Whatõs Happening 

Each group needs to have someone who 

understands at least the basics of the 

actuarial reports (usually a trustee with at 

least two yearsõ experience). 

Leadership at the local level needs to 

become familiar with the key pension 

issues and with where the òmoney 

battlesó will occur. 
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What Does Your Attorney Know?  

Make sure your attorney 

understands actuarial reports and 

how the plan is being administered.  

City attorneys may have a conflict 

of interest. (Major practical 

consequences)  

Labor lawyers may not fully 

understand public pensions.  
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The Starting Point ð Know What is in 

Your Pension Ordinances or Statutes  

Do this NOW, if you havenõt already. 

Many things we will talk about later 

depend on this.  

Know your other plan -related documents 

(SPD and policies and procedures).  

Keep track of past concessions made in 

order to get new benefits or keep existing 

benefits.  
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Motivators Regarding Plan 

Review:  

Threats of benefit  

reduction.  

Proper funding each  

year; the problems of  

severe underfunding  
(the òUAALó). 

Task forces ð never take  

them at face value, but do participate.  

IRS compliance.  (Determination letter)  

Do you know what you have ð pluses and minuses; 

how clear is the language?  

Be proactive  


